The Origin of the University

migrated from the town, and transferred their schools
to Paris, to Reading and to Cambridge. It is, indeed,
to this migration that the Stadium Generale on the
banks of the Cam may owe its existence.

The halls of Oxford were now deserted, the schools
were empty. So they remained as long as John's
quarrel with the Pope endured. But when the King
had knelt before the Papal Legate, Pandulf (1213),
and sworn fealty to the Pope, the Church succeeded
in bringing the citizens, who had no doubt found their
pockets severely affected in the meantime, to their
senses. A Legatine ordinance of the following year is
the University's first charter of privilege. The
citizens performed public penance; stripped and bare-
footed they went daily to the churches, carrying
scourges in their hands and chaunting penitential
psalms. When they had thus obtained absolution,
and the University had returned, the Legate issued a
decree by which the townsmen were bound in future,
if they arrested a clerk, to deliver him up on demand
to the Bishop of Lincoln, the Archdeacon of Oxford
or his official, to the Chancellor set over the scholars
by the bishop, or some other authorised representative
of the episcopal power. And thus was established that
immunity from lay jurisdiction which, under slightly
different conditions, is still enjoyed by every resident
member of the University.

This is the first allusion in any authentic document
to the existence of the chancellorship.

Among the minor penalties to which the townsmen
were now subjected was the provision that for ten
years one-half the rent of existing hostels and schools
was to be altogether remitted, and for ten years more
rents were to remain as already taxed before the
secession by the joint authority of the town and the
masters. Further, the town was forever to pay an
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